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The meanings of modernity were redefined here, as they
were everywhere, in uneven, contradictory, and internally
differentiated ways, depending on the region, social group,
period, and sectors of the economy in question (236).
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The meanings of tradition were being constantly redefined,
and the apparent continuity masked very important
transformations in the material foundations of daily life
(239).
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portray the inhabitants of Palestine as objects to be ordered,
organized, taxed, conscripted, counted, ruled, observed,
and coopted.
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The inhabitants come across as subjects who take an active
role in the construction of their own history: they
voluntarily appeared before the judge in the Islamic court,
petitioned the Advisory Council (majlis al-shura), and

entered into private contracts. The voices in these
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documents are largely their own, and their perceived
priorities take precedence (9).
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[..] a general neglect of underlying socioeconomic and
cultural processes and, more important, the exclusion of the
native population from the historical narrative. This holds
especially true for those groups that did not enjoy easy
access to political position, wealth, and status: peasants,
workers, artisans, women, bedouin, and the majority of
retailers and merchants (7).
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Rather, it is to recognize that the regions of Greater Syria,
including Jabal Nablus, had a great deal in common with
the rest of the Mediterranean world and were not simply
standing stil! until awakened by an expanding Europe and

a centralizing empire (8).
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