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I find acts of desertion to be a much more eloquent

testimony of how Egyptians felt towards the Pasha’s regime
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than all the tomes written on Mehmed Ali’s nationalist

enterprise (315).
1913 7207 NX 070N oD

Only if one uncritically believes nationalist accounts of the
Pasha and his military machine, could one accept that these
soldiers were indeed all the Pasha’s men. I have no doubt,

however, that he was not their man. (318)
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Even when we were battering down his forts and beating
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his troops, the old Pacha escorted the mail-bags and
passengers across the desert as if nothing had happened
[...]- We are glad that Mehmet Ali is [...] smoking his pipe,

levying taxes, and abusing his councils in Alexandria (311).
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Power, in other words, as much as it attempts to silence, to
be all-inclusive and to penetrate minds and control bodies,
is always constantly negotiated, suspended, and resisted.

This book is not a study of how modern discourses and
institutions of power manage to achieve an unprecedented
hold over the body through its capture, isolation and
surveillance. It is, rather, a study of the dialogue that power

constantly has with resistance (318).
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So how can this problem be solved? Being, in effect, shouted
at constantly by the Pasha to write at his dictation, and at
the same time being denied the real voice of the soldier, how
then can an historian write a history of the Pasha’s army, a
history that gives justice to the soldiers, without at the same
time romanticizing them and their acts of defiance? This is
the central question of this book and there was a deliberate
attempt not to resolve that tension since, as has been shown,
the soldiers did resist the army, yet found themselves,
nevertheless, winning for the Pasha his great victories. It is
this tension, this constant struggle between the Pasha and
his men, that is the central theme of this book. Because of its
centrality, the very format the book takes is intended to echo
this tension: a soldier’s story of his service from conscrip-
tion to desertion flanked by two scenes of the Pasha enter-
taining his guests. Nevertheless, and as far as the soldier’s
own story is concerned, this book has attempted to argue
that desertion offers a historically more nuanced ending
than nationalist versions do with their emphasis on
“martyrdom” or “fighting for Egypt’s independence.” In
other words, I find acts of desertion to be a much more
eloquent testimony of how Egyptians felt towards the
Pasha’s regime than all the tomes written on Mehmed Ali’s
nationalist enterprise (315).
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