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one’s first glimpse of the languorous land [...] three quarters
psychic, one quarter mystic, wholly sensuous [...] the East
attracts women because it is feminine to the core, just as the
West is essentially masculine.(Allcock and Young 1991: xv-
XVvi).
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However, it has recently been pointed out that, Turkey apart,
much of this legacy exists in the realm of perception, rather
than in that of ‘objective’ realities [...] For if we ignore the
(very important) sector of daily routines and the words
associated with them, most Balkan states shortly after
autonomy/independence tried to get rid of all practices
perceived as ‘oriental’ (Faroghi 1999: 200).
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In concluding, we say that no Western or Balkan Historian
can deny that the Turkish administration in the Balkans was a
Turkish Renaissance which put an end to the Dark Ages and
ushered in the Era of Enlightenment (Yiicel 1987: 30).
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