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It is as if the history of peoples were comparable to that of
an animal species, each people remaining untamed and
inward-looking, recalcitrant to evolution or progress,
motivated by instinct and not by reason. It is not surprising
that the concept of asala (authenticity) has a central place in
this theory that Muslims have predeterminded
characteristics, in the same way that doves do. They are
supposed to be recalcitrant to qualitative evolution and to
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have experienced no concrete historical transformations; as
if somehow outside History, once and for all time, they have
been equipped with the collective spirit or Volksgeist,
defined by piety and legalistic conduct, and fundamentally
resistant to the social, political and cultural development in
their midst by modernity (Al-Azmeh 1993: 50).
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intrinsically timeless, unchanging, irrational, backward
looking, and programmed merely to replay old scripts from
the time of the Prophet, the early caliphate, and the
medieval Crusades (Abrahamian 1993: 2).
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It is probably one of the many conclusions of
anthropological research that, notwithstanding the cultural
differences between the several parts of mankind, the
Human mind is everywhere one and the same and that it
has the same capacities. I think this is accepted everywhere
(Lévi-Strauss 1979: 19).

RN AR NTTYN X7 AP 72 IR ,MN20 P2 0w 7708 DK T AR
PV YD 9272 NN MR AR NPH3N 9 2381 MN20 2w Y5027 R 00
DR 33712 ,°IRTRA OIR? *27y07 0IXA P2 AMKRIP 0P MY 13 nvam
A2YAR M ANBN YW ,NITNR ATMT 9PN PARN OX T w3 A0
MR PIANR MIT DY IRR DR N NPORT NINKD

APIRPORT P722197M NMARYORT 7957 °3 (YU 727 W ATPI v 1D
TWO? WO 71 7333 ,07IX) .22°07317D VIR OrYYINTID? NPORP NN 19K I7
W NTATON AT R NPRT — MPRIIRT MDA 932 131 orhuanTaei v
:NP27YM W NP NPT

Fundamentalism [...] is in no way limited to the backward
Orient. On the contrary, since the late 1970s
fundamentalism has once again become a prominent topic
in the leading Western industrial societies, with unabashed
parallels drawn to developments in Iran [..].
Fundamentalism is [..] neither an exclusively Shi‘ite,
Islamic, or Iranian phenomenon, nor a specifically
Protestant, Christian, or North American one. It is found
worldwide (Riesebrodt 1990: 1-2).
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